
199

Federal Aviation Administration, DOT § 91.155

under the authority of an airman cer-
tificate issued by the Federal Aviation
Administration within areas des-
ignated in a Notice to Airmen
(NOTAM) for space flight operations
except when authorized by ATC, or op-
erated under the control of the Depart-
ment of Defense Manager for Space
Transportation System Contingency
Support Operations.

§ 91.144 Temporary restriction on
flight operations during abnormally
high barometric pressure condi-
tions.

(a) Special flight restrictions. When any
information indicates that barometric
pressure on the route of flight cur-
rently exceeds or will exceed 31 inches
of mercury, no person may operate an
aircraft or initiate a flight contrary to
the requirements established by the
Administrator and published in a No-
tice to Airmen issued under this sec-
tion.

(b) Waivers. The Administrator is au-
thorized to waive any restriction
issued under paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion to permit emergency supply,
transport, or medical services to be de-
livered to isolated communities, where
the operation can be conducted with an
acceptable level of safety.

[Amdt. 91–240, 59 FR 17452, Apr. 12, 1994; 59 FR
37669, July 25, 1994]

§§ 91.145–91.149 [Reserved]

VISUAL FLIGHT RULES

§ 91.151 Fuel requirements for flight in
VFR conditions.

(a) No person may begin a flight in
an airplane under VFR conditions un-
less (considering wind and forecast
weather conditions) there is enough
fuel to fly to the first point of intended
landing and, assuming normal cruising
speed—

(1) During the day, to fly after that
for at least 30 minutes; or

(2) At night, to fly after that for at
least 45 minutes.

(b) No person may begin a flight in a
rotorcraft under VFR conditions unless
(considering wind and forecast weather
conditions) there is enough fuel to fly
to the first point of intended landing
and, assuming normal cruising speed,
to fly after that for at least 20 minutes.

§ 91.153 VFR flight plan: Information
required.

(a) Information required. Unless other-
wise authorized by ATC, each person
filing a VFR flight plan shall include in
it the following information:

(1) The aircraft identification num-
ber and, if necessary, its radio call
sign.

(2) The type of the aircraft or, in the
case of a formation flight, the type of
each aircraft and the number of air-
craft in the formation.

(3) The full name and address of the
pilot in command or, in the case of a
formation flight, the formation com-
mander.

(4) The point and proposed time of de-
parture.

(5) The proposed route, cruising alti-
tude (or flight level), and true airspeed
at that altitude.

(6) The point of first intended landing
and the estimated elapsed time until
over that point.

(7) The amount of fuel on board (in
hours).

(8) The number of persons in the air-
craft, except where that information is
otherwise readily available to the FAA.

(9) Any other information the pilot in
command or ATC believes is necessary
for ATC purposes.

(b) Cancellation. When a flight plan
has been activated, the pilot in com-
mand, upon canceling or completing
the flight under the flight plan, shall
notify an FAA Flight Service Station
or ATC facility.

§ 91.155 Basic VFR weather minimums.

(a) Except as provided in paragraph
(b) of this section and § 91.157, no per-
son may operate an aircraft under VFR
when the flight visibility is less, or at
a distance from clouds that is less,
than that prescribed for the cor-
responding altitude and class of air-
space in the following table:

Airspace Flight visibility Distance from
clouds

Class A .............. Not Applicable ........... Not Applicable.
Class B .............. 3 statute miles ........... Clear of Clouds.
Class C .............. 3 statute miles ........... 500 feet below.

1,000 feet above.
2,000 feet hori-

zontal.
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Airspace Flight visibility Distance from
clouds

Class D .............. 3 statute miles ........... 500 feet below.
1,000 feet above.
2,000 feet hori-

zontal.
Class E:

Less than
10,000 feet
MSL.

3 statute miles ........... 500 feet below.
1,000 feet above.
2,000 feet hori-

zontal
At or above

10,000 feet
MSL.

5 statute miles ........... 1,000 feet below.
1,000 feet above.
1 statute mile

horizontal.
Class G:

1,200 feet or
less above
the surface
(regardless
of MSL alti-
tude).

Day, except as
provided in
§ 91.155(b).

1 statute mile ............. Clear of clouds.

Night, except as
provided in
§ 91.155(b).

3 statute miles ........... 500 feet below.
1,000 feet above.
2,000 feet hori-

zontal.
More than 1,200

feet above the
surface but
less than
10,000 feet
MSL

Day .................... 1 statute mile ............. 500 feet below.
1,000 feet above.
2,000 feet hori-

zontal.
Night .................. 3 statute miles ........... 500 feet below.

1,000 feet above.
2,000 feet hori-

zontal.
More than 1,200

feet above the
surface and at
or above
10,000 feet
MSL.

5 statute miles ........... 1,000 feet below.
1,000 feet above.
1 statute mile

horizontal.

(b) Class G Airspace. Notwithstanding
the provisions of paragraph (a) of this
section, the following operations may
be conducted in Class G airspace below
1,200 feet above the surface:

(1) Helicopter. A helicopter may be op-
erated clear of clouds if operated at a
speed that allows the pilot adequate
opportunity to see any air traffic or ob-
struction in time to avoid a collision.

(2) Airplane. When the visibility is
less than 3 statute miles but not less
than 1 statute mile during night hours,
an airplane may be operated clear of
clouds if operated in an airport traffic
pattern within one-half mile of the
runway.

(c) Except as provided in § 91.157, no
person may operate an aircraft beneath

the ceiling under VFR within the lat-
eral boundaries of controlled airspace
designated to the surface for an airport
when the ceiling is less than 1,000 feet.

(d) Except as provided in § 91.157 of
this part, no person may take off or
land an aircraft, or enter the traffic
pattern of an airport, under VFR, with-
in the lateral boundaries of the surface
areas of Class B, Class C, Class D, or
Class E airspace designated for an air-
port—

(1) Unless ground visibility at that
airport is at least 3 statute miles; or

(2) If ground visibility is not reported
at that airport, unless flight visibility
during landing or takeoff, or while op-
erating in the traffic pattern is at least
3 statute miles.

(e) For the purpose of this section, an
aircraft operating at the base altitude
of a Class E airspace area is considered
to be within the airspace directly
below that area.

[Doc. No. 24458, 56 FR 65660, Dec. 17, 1991, as
amended by Amdt. 91–235, 58 FR 51968, Oct. 5,
1993]

§ 91.157 Special VFR weather mini-
mums.

(a) Except as provided in appendix D,
section 3, of this part, special VFR op-
erations may be conducted under the
weather minimums and requirements
of this section, instead of those con-
tained in § 91.155, below 10,000 feet MSL
within the airspace contained by the
upward extension of the lateral bound-
aries of the controlled airspace des-
ignated to the surface for an airport.

(b) Special VFR operations may only
be conducted—

(1) With an ATC clearance;
(2) Clear of clouds;
(3) Except for helicopters, when flight

visibility is at least 1 statute mile; and
(4) Except for helicopters, between

sunrise and sunset (or in Alaska, when
the sun is 6 degrees or more below the
horizon) unless—

(i) The person being granted the ATC
clearance meets the applicable require-
ments for instrument flight under part
61 of this chapter; and

(ii) The aircraft is equipped as re-
quired in § 91.205(d).

(c) No person may take off or land an
aircraft (other than a helicopter) under
special VFR—

VerDate 11<MAY>2000 04:28 Mar 06, 2001 Jkt 194041 PO 00000 Frm 00200 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\194041T.XXX pfrm01 PsN: 194041T


